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The Chicago Society Biblical Research was organized February 
21, 1891, the initiative Professor George Gilbert, the Chicago 
Theological Seminary; Professor Edward Curtis, McCormick 
Theological Seminary; and Professor Ira Price Morgan Park 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 


The Society was founded section the National Society 
Biblical Literature and Exegesis. But this arrangement proving un- 
satisfactory, was voted October 29, 1892, that the Society assume 
separate existence under the present name. Professor Edward Curtis 
was the first president. 


The Constitution and By-Laws were adopted December 10, 1892, 
and were published, together with the names the charter members 
the Society follows: Edwin Bissell, Charles Bradley, Ernest 
Burton, Augustus Carrier, Samuel Curtiss, George Gilbert, 
Edward Harper, William Harper, Hermann, Charles Hors- 
well, Charles Little, David Marquis, Philip Nordell, Ira 
Price, Hugh Scott, Milton Terry, Revere Weidner, Zenos. 


From 1892 until the present, the Society has held with regularity three 
meetings each year. The Constitution and By-Laws have undergone but 
slight revision during the period. 1955 the Society laid plans for 
annual journal entitled Biblical Research. This journal sent 
members and subscribers copies can also obtained from the business 
manager, Professor Clinton Morrison, 800 Belden Place, Chicago 14, 
Illinois, $1.25 apiece. Subscriptions cost five dollars for five-year 
period. 
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Studies the New (Thanksgiving 
—V: Some Theological Doctrines 


MENAHEM University Wisconsin 


The purpose this article present study based the texts 
the Obviously most these doctrines can traced the 
other non-Biblical writings the Qumran Sect. However, this collec- 
tion Hodayot the most important source for the study the re- 
ligious ideas the Qumran sect which preserved them.? The frequent 
recurrences expressions and ideas throughout constitute 


important source for the comprehensive theological doctrines the 
Sect. 


The references these doctrines are not always clear-cut statements 
and often are left doubt about the author’s real intention and the 
meaning his statements. this connection should bear mind 
that the Qumran Community was sense “closed” one and out- 
siders could not become members without great deal training and 
study. Therefore the allusions the doctrines the Thanksgiving 
Scroll were made for the Qumran members who were quite familiar 
with these doctrines. does happen, however, that there are repeated 


Previous articles this series are: and III, with Baumgarten, 
JBL (1955), 115-24, 188-95 and (1956), 107-13, respectively and 
JBL (1957), 139-148. 

This article was extracted and adapted from book, this writer, 
shortly published Brill Leiden. The book, The Thanksgiving Hymns, 
Translated and Annotated with Introduction the series: ‘Studies 
the Texts the Desert Judah’’ under the general editorship Pro- 
fessor van der Ploeg. 

The following abbreviations are used this article: DSS-M. Burrows, The 
Dead Sea Scrolls; Theological Review; HUCA Hebrew 
Union College Annual; Exploration Journal; Journal 
Biblical Literature; Licht, mgylt hhwdywt (Jerusalem, 1957); MLDSS- 
Burrows, More Light the Dead Sea NTS-New Testament 
Scripta Stendahl- The Scrolls and the New 
Testament, ed. Stendahl; TWzNT Wérterbuch zum 


Testament, ed. Kittel, (Stuttgart); Zeitschrift fiir Theologie und 
Kirche. 


allusions the same doctrine, which thus becomes clear. Licht, 
his excellent treatment the doctrines the Hodayot* observes that the 
1QH theological sections are very repetitive the point monotony 
which, closer inspection, proves their single theme 
long series This theme the author’s religious ex- 
perience. Some statements become clear cautious comparison with 
the Apocrypha, apocalyptic works, New Testament and early Rabbini- 
cal works. Moreover, 1QS another good source for the Sect’s doc- 
trines and practices. should stressed that are dealing here 
with region such fine and gradual distinction” and with frequent- 
inadequate statements. Certainty not attainable; further study 
needed. 


The following discussion represents only few doctrines reflected 
the 


God and Creation 


The world created God. His rule absolute and unquestionable. 

Blessed art Thou, Lord, Creator all things mighty 
deed whose work encompasses everything. Behold, Thou wert 
pleased bestow lovingkindness upon Thy servant (xvi 8). 

God has foreknowledge all deeds it. 

And before yet Thou didst create them, Thou knewest all their 
deeds forever and ever. And without Thee nothing can 
accomplished, nor becometh known save through Thy will 7-8). 

The order and courses the heavens, the earth and all therein are sub- 
ject the pre-established law God since and before their creation. 

And Thou hast apportioned all that come out them unto 
number eternal generations and unto all everlasting years 
and the skill Thy knowledge Thou didst establish their 
destiny ere they came into being, and according Thy will all 
hath come pass, and without Thee shall not accomplished 
18-20). 

The the entire creation witness and recount God’s glory. 

And Thou hast stretched out the heavens for Thy glory 
9-10). 

Thou shalt raise for the remaining few remnant among 
Thy people and survivor Thine inheritance, and Thou shalt 
purify them cleansed from guilt, for all their deeds 


Doctrine DST,’’ (1956), 1-13, 89-101. 
See note above. For convenience, all translated quotations from the Thanks- 
giving Hymns are given without indication restorations the text. 


are Thy truth for Thy glory and for Thy sake hast Thou 
done this (vi 8-10). 
Only for Thy glory Thou hast wrought all these things 12). 

the Qumran and Rabbinical texts one does not speak God with 
the naive anthropomorphism the writings. God’s eyes, hands 
and mouth are longer mentioned; here one speaks God’s ab- 
solute word, His absolute will. Creator the universe, rules 
and omniscient.” 


Dualism and Predestination 

The belief divine pre-destination and foreknowledge linked with 
the division mankind into the two lots the wicked and 
the righteous. One the most significant and clear passages pre- 
destination and foreknowledge occurs 1QH 7-8: 

And before yet Thou didst create them, Thou knewest all 
their deeds forever and ever and without Thee nothing can 
accomplished, nor becometh known save through Thy will. 

This clear statement God’s foreknowledge man one could 
make.® 

And know that Thy hand the purpose all spirit and 
his work Thou didst establish before Thou createdst him. And 
how can anyone change Thy words. Thou alone that didst 
create the righteous and from the womb Thou didst establish 
him for the appointed time Thy good pleasure, that may 
heed Thy covenant and walk all Thy ways (xv 13- 

And Thou didst create the wicked into the periods Thy 
wrath and from the womb Thou didst set them apart for the day 
slaughter for they walk the way that not 
Through the mystery Thy understanding Thou didst establish 
them, wreak great judgments upon them (xv 17-19). 

The deterministic view human destiny far reaching Qumran. 
The destiny the righteous well the sinners already deter- 
mined God from the womb. 

Unto God Most High are all the works righteousness and 
way mortal not established save through the spirit which 
God fashioned for him (iv 31). 

Thou hast created the righteous and the (iv 
Thus God has created man; has predestined every man from 


See also Molin, Die des Lichtes (Munich, 1954), 122. 
Cf. also iii 15. 


birth for evil for good, for destruction for salvation. Man mor- 
tal creature sinful, frail and completely dependent upon 


For the author 1QH, predestination functions from birth. 


For Thou, Lord, hast known since father begat 
and from birth Thou didst fashion me, and from the womb 
mother Thou hast dealt bountifully with me. And from the 
breasts her that conceived me, Thy mercies have been upon 
and the bosom nurse Thou didst dandle me... 
And from youth Thou hast shown unto through Thy 
insight Thy judgment and with Thy established truth Thou 
dost uphold (ix 29-32). 


This also expressed Paul, who speaks 


God who hath separated from mother’s womb and 
called His grace (Gal. 


Thus clear that man utterly dependent the Divine 
follows that his own, mortal man frail, helpless and unable re- 


sist sin. wholly dependent upon God’s grace for election and 
salvation. 


And but dust and ashes, what can plan unless Thou 
desirest it? And what can consider without Thy will? How can 
fortified, Thou dost not make stand firm? And how 
can enlightened unless Thou dost for me? And what can 
speak unless Thou mouth? And how can reply 
unless Thou dost enlighten me? 5-7). 


God furthermore “God knowledge.” has foreseen all the 


deeds men, and has used this prescience lay down His unalter- 
able plan for the world. 


And before yet Thou didst create them, Thou knewest all 
their deeds forever and ever. And without Thee nothing can 
accomplished, nor becometh known save through Thy will. 


comprehensive theory the existence good and evil the world, 


the doctrine the two spirits, given iii 13-iv 26. has often 
been remarked, the doctrine the two spirits 1QS resembles some re- 
spects the Rabbinic idea the ‘‘impulses’’ man, yéser and yéser 
Cf. Hyatt, View Man the Qumran Hodayot,’’ NTS 
(1955-56), 281, and Porter, ‘‘The Yecer Hara. study the Jewish 
Sin,’’ Biblical and Semitic Studies (New York London, 1901) 
George Foot Moore, Judaism, (Cambridge, 1927), 479-93; and Samuel 
Cohen, ‘‘Original HUCA (1948), 275-330. 

Cf. also John 1:13 and Eph. 1:11, where predestination stated the 
outeome God’s will. 

Cf. also 1QH 5-7 and 16-17 and Rabin, (1958), 224. 


Thou didst form every spirit and didst establish action and judg- 
ment for all their deeds 7-9). 


Moreover, for the Qumran sect, God’s foreknowledge and providence 
encompass everything that happens the world. 
Everything inscribed before Thee memorial inscription, 
unto all eternal times, and unto cycles numbered everlasting 


years all their seasons; And they are not concealed, neither 
are they missing from before Thee 23-25). 


Hellenistic and Iranian Influence 

There were probably some Hellenistic and Iranian influences the 
dualism the Qumran Sect. referring the problem predestina- 
tion and free will, endorses Coppens’s 
that the Qumran Community gives evidence deep abstract reli- 
gious speculations. The problem predestination the root the 
domination man the spirits good and evil. “From the Old Tes- 
tament there came Qumran the basically simple Hebrew notions 
morality, involving the obviously free behavior man and his conse- 
quent reward punishment. From outside, presumably from Zoroas- 
trianism, came the idea two spirits dominating the human race, 
that man acts according one the other: This concept, which, 
when developed logically, would lead deterministic 

Rabbinical Judaism there existed strong ethical dualism which 
encounter the two spirits light and darkness which presumably 
back the ancient religion Iran. This ethical and eschatological 
Iranian dualism was modified Judaism, including Qumran, holding 
that both spirits were created According Kuhn, the 
Zoroastrian religion its primitive form taught dualism where the 
struggling forces are good and evil. This dualism not physical (i.e. 
opposition between matter and spirit); ethical struggle be- 
tween truth and deceit, light and darkness. And eschatological, for 
the ultimate triumph good definitely envisaged. comparing the 
dualism Qumran with early Zoroastrianism, Kuhn has found great 


12. Qumran and the Johannine Gospel and Stendahl, 

13. Documents Désert Juda les Origines Christianisme,’’ 
Cahiers Libre Examen (1953), 23-29. 

14. Brown, ibid. 

15. The development this dualism has been ably traced Kuhn 
‘‘Die Sektenschrift und die Iranische Religion, 
(1952), 352. 


deal similarity; for the former the ethical, eschatological trend 
predominates also. One great difference separates them: Zoroas- 
trianism the good and evil spirits are coexistent, independent 
Qumran thought, will seen, they are both created God. The 
imported dualism Qumran has come into contact with the the- 
ology God the creator, and subservient that great Thus 
Kuhn believes that Qumran dualism was derived from the old Iranian 
religion and combined with Hebrew monotheistic doctrines 


View Man and Sin the 


According the Hodayot God has created man and has predestined 
him for evil for for annihilation salvation, and man 
mortal creature utterly dependent upon God. Here lies the origin 
man’s frailty and sinfulness. The latter more distinctly expressed 
1QH than any other doctrine the Sect. Man sinner, utterly help- 
less and depraved but for the grace God upon him. 


These two themes man’s frailty and sinfulness recur frequently 
the Hodayot: 


See also Brown, ‘‘The Qumran Scrolls and the Johannine Gospel and 
Stendahl, 185. 

17. This belief generally held most writers, including this one. See also 
56), 283 ff. and especially Kuhn, op. cit., 296-316. The impact the 
neighboring cultures and religions the Near East, especially Iranian in- 
fluence, acknowledged some writers. Such Stendahl, op. cit., 
Kuhn, ‘‘New Light Temptation, Sin and Flesh the New Testa- 
op. cit., above, 94-113; Gaster, The Dead Sea Scrip- 
tures, illustrates the impact Near Eastern patterns thought the 
Serolls and others. However, caution required here; for the question 
dependence Persian lines thought could only solved showing that 
the doctrine expressed specifically similar terms both religions. ‘‘It 
very difficult put one’s finger such similarities, all the more be- 
the Qumranites were certainly not directly influenced Zorathustra 
his writings.’’ van der Ploeg, op. cit., 110. This view, too, endorsed 
this writer. 

For important contribution the subject, see Hyatt, ‘‘The View 

Man the Qumran Hodayot,’’ NTS (1955-56), 276-284. 

19. iii contain clear statement the existence good and 
evil the world, the doctrine the two spirits. states that God has 
placed among men two spirits—the spirit truth light, and the spirit 
iniquity darkness. Both are created God and are allowed struggle 
against each other the world until the ‘‘time when the 
the good spirit and God assured. See also Hyatt, op. cit., 280. 


(a) Man creature clay and dust and returns dust. 

But creature clay, what kneaded with water, 
and for what esteemed? (iii 23-24) 

And, indeed, what he, man? earth! From clay was 
nipped off and dust his And but dust and 
ashes cf. xii 31-32, xviii 12). 

(b) The theme man’s sinfulness often expressed that 
Licht calls almost pathological abhorrence human nature.” 

And for am) creature clay and kneaded with 
water; the foundation shamefulness, and the source im- 
the crucible iniquity, and the edifice sin; the erring 
spirit and one perverted, devoid understanding 21-23). 

Unto the sons man are the work iniquity and the deeds 
deceit 27). 

And who he, creature clay exalt (Thy) wonders? 
For amid sin from the womb and unto old age. For, veri- 
know, that righteousness belongs not mortal, nor 
integrity way son man (iv 29-31). 

Seeing structure dust and kneaded water, whose 
foundation crucible iniquity, nakedness shamefulness 
source impurity. And perverted spirit hath dominion over 
him (xiii 14-16). 

clear statement found the Manual which shows that the Qum- 
ran Sect was strongly convinced man’s 

belong sinful mankind, the community sinful mor- 
tals. misdeeds, trespasses, sins and the badness 
heart belong right the fellowship worms and those 
who roam the darkness (IQS 9-10). 

The thought perfectly keeping with the Old Testament (Gen. 
but the author the Hymns does not appeal his relative in- 
nocence, happens the Biblical psalms from time time. Thus the 
consciousness his own sinfulness suppressed the thought his own 
perfection. For that matter, “any perfection man ascribed the 
Hymns completely God’s doing, that the writer has reason 
appeal long God’s grace withheld from him, man 
fated sinful. 


For not for mortals are righteous deeds, delivered from 
transgressions without forgiveness. And have sought sup- 


20. This obvious since Qumran thought deeply rooted the Hebrew Bible. 
These writings are filled with quotations of, allusions to, the OT. 
21. See van der Ploeg, op. cit., 118. 


port through Thy abundant mercies and unto Thy lovingkindness 
shall wait, flourish salvation (vii 17-19). 

Because his baseness and sinfulness, man knows that utterly 
dependent upon God, therefore his only hope salvation from Him, his 
being elected for salvation through God’s mercy, lovingkindness, and 
righteousness. 


For know that there lies hope Thy lovingkindness and 
there expectation for Thy great strength. For none can 
just judgment before Thee, nor can anyone the right 
dispute with Thee (ix 14-15). 

And but dust and ashes, what can plan unless Thou 
desirest And what can consider without Thy will? How 
can fortified, Thou dost not make stand firm? And how 
can enlightened unless Thou dost for me? And what 
can speak unless Thou openest mouth? And how can 
reply unless Thou dost enlighten me? And without Thee nothing 
can accomplished nor (can anything) known without Thy 
will and there none beside Thee 5-9). 

There hope for men who repent sin; those who are predestined 
for salvation, for the gift repentance given only the elect. 

And Thou who art great mercy, who pardonest them that 
repent (their) transgression (xiv 

the man depicted the “withering flesh” (Isa. 40:6, 7). 
Rabbinical Judaism man described with the stereotyped twofold for- 
mula “flesh and blood” contrast God’s infinite om- 
nipotence. Qumran, “flesh” contrasted not only the spirit 
God, but Kuhn has already the “spirit truth” which 
the believer possesses, accordance with his predestination. There- 
fore man “flesh” prone evil. The attribute “flesh” exten- 
sively used disparaging sin the Hodayot. serves denote man’s 
baseness, sinfulness, his corporeal part, opposed his “spirit.” Ac- 
cording the term “flesh” used describe “the human nature 
its basest, whatever contemptible man.” For Paul, too, “flesh” 
means baseness human nature: 


For are yet carnal: for whereas there among you envy- 
ing and strife and divisions, are not carnal and walk men? 


Cor. 3:3) 


22. According Licht, the expression ‘‘those who repent 
used poetically, attribute the Sect. 

23. Stendahl, 101. 

24. Doctrine DST,’’ (1956), 101. 


The use the term “flesh” this specific connotation not restricted 
Paul, but occurs elsewhere the Thus “flesh” becomes 
contrast the “spirit” which rules the pious one, determines his good 
action and dwells within him; “consequently, ‘flesh’ becomes the area 
weakness through the natural inclinations man; becomes almost 
synonymous with this connection points out 
that the term “flesh” its specific meaning, with the whole complex 
connected notions, does not occur Qumran literature outside 1QH 
and the concluding psalm IQS. who rightly em- 
phasizes this fact, explains the theory that the greater part the 
Qumran writings reflect “an earlier uncontaminated stage the history 
the sect before Hellenistic influences had deeply coloured its thought, 
while the psalms reflect later stage, when this had taken place.” 


Flusser further explains the basic difference between the contrast 


flesh and spirit understood IQH and the spirit-matter dualism 
some Greeks. 


“For Pythagorean, Platonic, Gnostic and similar trends, mat- 
ters itself was heavy, base, and generally contemptible; their 
attitude the human body was only consequence their gen- 
eral view the universe. None the Qumran writings, even 
those which express some contempt the flesh, shows this 
negative attitude towards the material world. The material 
world regarded wonderful Divine creation, worthy 
admiration. The constant laws which govern this world, the 
‘mysteries wonder’ its creation, are contemplated proof 
Divine might and preordainment, contrasted with human 
insignificance.” 


IQH, “flesh” means “humanity without the ennobling gift Divine 
The elect can saved from sin the grace God: the 
“spirit” sets him. 
And through Thy marvelous mysteries Thou hast enlightened 
them. And for the sake Thy glory, Thou hast cleansed man 
from transgression that may consecrate himself for Thee. 


25. See Bultmann, Theologie des Neuen Testaments (Tubingen, 1954), 152, 
103. 

26. Ibid. See also 85ff. the contrast. 

27. Dead Sea Sect and Pre-Pauline (1958), 253. 

28. and Dead Sea Scrolls: Flesh and Spirit,’’ Stendahl, 157-182. 

See Licht, 11. 


Thou hast cleansed him from all impure abominations and guilt 
evil-doing, united with Thy true sons (xi 


Here the foundation salvation through grace. 


Salvation Through Election 

The author repeatedly mentions God’s “grace,” “goodness,” 
dance mercy” (cf. 25; 36; 31); these alone account for his 
gifts and his deliverance from baseness (cf. 16). But for God’s grace 
was predestined, others were predestined, remain base, wicked. 
His election God was purely personal, and individual. The emotional 
experience resulting from this election and from his affiliation with the 
congregation the elect; the Sect, the central theme the 
Thanksgiving Hymns. The author thus expresses deepfelt thanks*! for 
God’s grace which had such beneficial consequences for him. 

that may take heed Thy covenant and walk all 
Thy ways and pardon him the overflowing Thy mercies 
and open all the straitness his soul unto everlasting salvation 
and perpetual peace unfailingly. (xv 

Perhaps the most complete presentation election 1QH can 
found 12-22 especially lines 13-15: 

And know that Thy hand the purpose all spirit and 
his work. Thou hadst established before Thou createdst him. 
And how can anyone change Thy words? Thou alone that 
didst create the righteous. And from the womb Thou didst es- 
tablish him for the appointed time Thy good pleasure, that 
may take heed Thy covenant and walk all Thy ways. 

The following passages imply that salvation according the Qumran 
writers attained faith and divine grace and not man’s acts 
righteousness. 

For verily know that righteousness belongs not mortal, 
nor integrity way son man. Unto God Most High are 
all the works righteousness and the way mortal man 
not established save through the spirit which God fashioneth 
for him (iv 30-31). 

But all Thy true children Thou bringest before Thee for- 
giveness cleanse them from their transgression, the abun- 
dance Thy goodness and the overflowing Thy compassion, 
make them stand array before Thee the ages eternity. 


66 ” 6 


30. Cf. Eph. 2:3-7 and Rom. 7:5. See especially Flusser’s study, (1958), 
255 ff. 

31. therefore collection Thanksgiving hymns. 

32. See also Licht, 35. 


For verily, Thou art everlasting God, and all Thy ways are 
established forever (vii 29-31). 


But Thy goodness there abundance forgiveness, and 
Thy mercies are all Thy favored sons. For Thou hast made 
known them Thy true counsel (xi 9). 

There striking similarity, the surface least, several pas- 
sages from Paul’s writings (Gal. 2:15-16; Rom. 3:21-24; Eph. 2:8; 
Tim. Salvation, for the Sect for Paul, meant not only 
forgiveness and cleansing from sin but also participation divine 
this connection, observes that the prom- 
inence this idea the New Testament hardly needs em- 

Salvation includes not only deliverance from persecution but also de- 
liverance from sin itself. Though man predestined the 
his election dependent his being and moral 
character. one God’s gifts him: the ability live righteous 
Only divine grace man saved from his 

The author’s poetic gift, like all other gifts the elect from God, 
serves show God’s might and greatness. God makes the righteous 
prevail over the wicked, for the sole purpose showing His own might 
and goodness. “Thou hast wrought mightily with (and Thou) hast 
wrought wonders the presence many for the sake Thy glory” 
(iv “And order that Thou mayest act mightily through be- 
fore the sons man, Thou hast wrought marvels” 15) see also 
24-25; viii and xviii 22. Likewise, the wicked are created that 


33. Cf. Howie, The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Living Church (Richmond, 
1958), and Flusser, op. cit., 225. 

34. See especially 1QH 9-14; iii 19-20 and vii 26-32. 

35. DSS, 336. 

36. For further study this problem, see especially Kuhn, ‘‘Temptation, 
Sin and Flesh the New Testament,’’ The Scrolls and the New Testament, 
ed. Stendahl, 94-113. 

37. Cf. 1QH 30-34. 

38. See also Burrows, MLDSS, 294. Flusser, (1958), 224, thinks 
that this resembles the Christian idea perseverantiae. 

39. Cf. 1QH ‘‘And Thy lovingkindness Thou savest life, for 
footsteps are (guided) Thee.’’ Oesterreicher, ‘‘The Community 
Qumran,’’ The Bridge, Vol. (1956), 123, observes this connection that 
one the most beautiful features the Qumran spirituality the con- 
that even the brethren are sinful and that salvation comes from 
God alone. 

40. Cf. also 1QH 24-25; viii and xviii 22. 


God’s power could displayed their downfall and destruction. This 
basis conception the Sect.* 


(?)—in the Hodayot 

attempt define Gnosticism tantamount attempting the im- 
possible. This task made extraordinarily difficult since the term 
used today cover wide variety speculative religious phenomena. 
These phenomena are encountered from Gaul the West Iran 
the East, from the first century our era least the 

Here interested particularly the Gnosticism the late 
Hellenistic and early Christian eras. Gnosticism was religious and 
philosophical movement. The main concept was that salvation 
sought through knowledge (gnosis) rather than faith, ritual good 
works. While Gnosticism stemmed primarily from Eastern and late 
Hellenistic beliefs, involving “asceticism, licentiousness and magic,” 
incorporated the idea Christ the Redeemer only after coming into 
contact with Christianity. The Qumran texts—and especially 1QH— 
give much new knowledge about the subject under 

equally difficult task deeply into the question the 
relation between gnosis and the Qumran texts. the first century the 
term Gnosticism was used for special type knowledge, “that 
secret, revealed, supernatural and preternatural truths which were pos- 
sessed certain groups initiates—‘the 

The concept obviously very elastic and there were various forms 
gnosis the Epistles. The most ancient Christians proclaimed theirs 


41. See Licht, 43. 

42. Grant, Gnostictism and Early Christianity (New York, 1959), 

43. Many scholars have linked the Qumran writings with 
Gnosticism, perhaps because ‘‘the very word gnosis shows that Gnostic 
Ibid., 

44. Robert Casey has good discussion the various ideas Gnosticism, 
and sketch the development critical studies Gnosticism the past 
fifty his chapter ‘‘Gnosis, Gnosticism and the New Testament,’’ 
The Background the New Testament and its Eschatology, the Dodd 
Anniversary Volume edited Davies and Daube (Cambridge, 
1956), 52-80. points out that all religions assert claim special 
knowledge and all religions based revelation depend the acceptance 
revealed truth necessary for salvation. If, then, these points (viz., 
special knowledge revealed and the necessity reception for salvation) 
are taken the basic definition Gnosticism, then perhaps all religions are 
Gnostic. Obviously, this not satisfactory definition, but Casey has helped 
clarify the subject. See also LaSor, Amazing Dead Sea Scrolls and 
the Christian Faith (Chicago, 1956), 139-150. 


the true gnosis, the true knowledge the mysteries revealed 
God. Because the difficulties defining determining the meaning 
the words gnosis and Gnosticism, the discussion the gnostic char- 
acter the Qumran writings far has generally remained fruitless. 
Although some scholars thought, the beginning, that there was close 
connection between Gnosticism and the Qumran doctrine, rapidly 
becoming clearer that the Qumran community stood outside the par- 
ticular trend the practice gnosis which called Gnosticism and 
which flourished chiefly the second and third Christian centuries. 
“The doctrine professed Qumran was too well and truly Jewish 
called gnostic us, that is, the technical and historical sense 
which the word ordinarily 

define Gnosticism rather closely, there are clear-cut distinctions 
between and Christianity, and between and Qumran theology. 
the other hand, define Gnosticism rather loosely, there are ele- 
ments Gnosticism, so-called, both Christianity and Qumran the- 
“If gnosticism taken mean any system based claim 
esoteric hidden knowledge, then DST (ie. 1QH) certainly 
gnostic. But cannot called gnostic any more limited sense, for 
utterly unlike the various systems late paganism and early 
Christianity which are generally known Millar 
remarks this connection that the stress knowledge greater 
Qumran than the Wisdom Literature the OT. 


Knowledge Qumran 
number scholars trace Qumran knowledge Jewish sources, 
especially The Qumran texts have certainly strength- 


45. van der Ploeg, The Excavations Qumran (London, 1958), 119-120. 

46. Cf. LaSor, op. cit., 147ff. 

47. Cf. Davies, ‘‘Knowledge the DSS and Matthew 
(1953), 113-139; Kuhn, ‘‘Die Sektenschrift und die Iranische Re- 
ZTK (1952), 315 and Licht, ‘‘The Doctrine DST,’’ 
(1956), from which the quotation here taken. 

48. DSS, 255. 

49. mention only few: Reicke, ‘‘Traces Gnosticism the Dead Sea 
NTS (1954-55), 138 ff.; Cullmann, The Significance the 
Qumran Texts,’’ JBL (1955), 213 ff.; Bruce, Second Thoughts 
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ened this 


The words “know” and “knowledge” are repeatedly and strikingly 
used the Qumran texts and especially 1QH ways that have 
been associated with Let examine passages trans- 
lation, which the verb “know” and its cognates occurs the 

These (things) know through Thy understanding, for Thou 
hast disclosed wondrous secrets 21-23). 

Thine, Thou God knowledge, are all the acts right- 
eousness. Thou didst create spirit tongue, and Thou 
knewest its words 26-28). 

Thou hast put his heart open spring knowledge unto 
all who understand but they have exchanged them for the un- 
circumcized lip (ii 18). 

For Thou hast made known Thy wondrous mysteries 
and Thy wondrous secrets Thou hast wrought mightily with 
me; and Thou hast wrought wonders the presence many for 
the sake Thy glory and make known Thy mighty works 
unto all the living (iv 27-28). 

And Thy marvelous mysteries Thou hast made known me, 
and Thy lovingkindness Thou hast made known wicked 
man, and Thy abundant mercies him distorted under- 
standing (vii 27). 

these passages knowledge attributed the “God knowledge,” 
Likewise 1QS iii 15-16 the whole creation attributed 
“the God knowledge” who planned before the act creation 
itself that nothing can The divine order creation 
hidden from the ordinary sinful man, but communicates those 
whom has chosen for His covenant. This knowledge the 
drous secret,” pele, the possession the community. himself, 
man utterly incapable understanding these divine mysteries 

And without Thy will, shall not and nothing shall 
considered. And, indeed, what he, man? earth! 
From clay was nipped off and dust his return—that Thou 


50. For comparative study Gnosticism and Jewish Apocalypticism, see 
Schubert, The Dead Sea Community (1959), 71-72. 

51. For the usage knowledge the Scrolls, cf. 15-79. According 
Habermann’s concordance, the root yd‘ occurs the Qumran texts over 
150 times. 

52. Schubert, op. cit., 67-69, sees here the influence Platonic-Stoic popular 
philosophy and refers the parable the architect the beginning the 
creation the world given Midrash Genesis Rabbah 
and attributed Rabbi the Great. 


wouldst enlighten him such marvels and the secret Thy 
truth Thou makest him know. And but dust and ashes, what 
can plan unless Thou desirest 2-5). 

1QH, find even greater emphasis upon knowledge than 
the wisdom literature the Old Testament. Knowledge this sense 
means for the members the Qumran community prerequisite for 
salvation, which one outside the group can share. Only the one whom 
God has elected for his covenant capable such knowledge. 

praise Thee, Lord, for Thou hast illumined face for 
Thy covenant (iv 5). 

“Knowledge” for the elect also entailed divine knowledge, the New 
Covenant the Sect. There strong emphasis obedience the 
members God’s commandments the Covenant. This word berit 
“covenant” occurs one form another many times this context: 


And for me, when heart melts like water, (then) 
soul fortified Thy covenant (ii 28). 


heart rejoiceth Thy Covenant 30). 

From birth Thou didst establish him for the appointed time 
Thy good pleasure, that may take heed Thy covenant 
and walk all Thy ways (xv 15). 

And fortified Thy holy spirit and cleave unto Thy 
covenant truth (xvi 7). 

This the knowledge and practice the Law. This knowledge surely 
cannot identified with Gnosticism. The study the Law and the 
obedience the Covenant genuine Jewish ideal, both Biblical 
and post-Biblical also refers special aspect this 
divine knowledge which has bearing upon the New Testament, namely, 
practical knowledge. The menibers not only have acquainted with 
all the commandments the Law; “they also need further instruction 
with regard correct behaviour each situation (of life). This 
means ideal practical knowledge which also has parallels the 
New Testament Epistles. One may think the specific knowledge 
how judge and behave practical situations which supposed 
personal talent Christians, and even the object Christian in- 
struction. (Rom. 15:14; Cor. 8:1-13; 

this connection observes that the gift knowledge 


53. important study this ‘‘divine knowledge,’’ especially presented 
Reicke’s article, op. cit., 137 ff. 

54. See previous note. 

55. Ibid., 139. 

56. op. cit., 250. 


the Christian made understand the working the divine calling 
true meaning his election. His knowledge the intellectual basis 
for his experience being elected. This function knowledge not 
described with the same clarity the Qumran Scrolls. neverthe- 
less evident that the Qumran covenanters learned from their writings 
about the nature election the sovereign power God, that their 
knowledge had practically the same function the knowledge described 
Eph. 1:17-19. Flusser further points out that this knowledge 
its very nature restricted the Elect, or, John the Evangelist says, 
the This means that the knowledge the Qumran 
covenanters and early Christianity esoteric; this also the one 
theologoumenon common the Qumran Sect and the personal 
teaching Jesus (Mark 4:10-12; Matt. 13:10-15; Luke 8:9-10). Even 
so, fundamental difference between the two systems must not for- 
gotten: although both teach that non-believers cannot acquire true 
knowledge, only the Sect draws the practical consequence actually 
forbidding the publication the secret 

The source knowledge Qumran doctrine God. examples 
have the following 1QH: 

And Thou hast apportioned eternal lot man amongst the 
spirits knowledge, praise Thy name (in) exultation 
community (iii 22-23). 

Blessed art Thou, Lord, God compassion and abundant 
recount Thy wondrous works 14-15). 


For what that Thou hast made known Thy true 
counsel, and enlightened Thy wondrous works. And Thou 
hast put songs praise mouth and tongue (xi 3-4). 

have knowledge Thee, God, the spirit which Thou 
didst place within me. Thou didst open source 
through the mystery Thy understanding (xii 

And I-am Thy servant, Thou hast graced with spirit 
knowledge (xiv 25). 

And creature dust; have come know the spirit 
Thou hast set within (Frag iii 14). 

Blessed art Thou, God knowledge (Frag 15). 

This knowledge also powerful beam light showing some 
the hidden mysteries divine rule. Our author deeply thankful 


57. Paul’s view the subject similar. See Cor. 
58. Flusser, op. cit., Cf. also 1QH 24-26; al. 


his Maker for the almost ecstatic experience contemplating these 
mysteries wonder 21, 13, 27, vii 27, 10, xiii which en- 
able him discover beautiful harmony the world which surrounds 

The knowledge the marvels the creation (1QH 21) and the 
eternal divine system times and seasons (1QH xii 3-12) asserted 
the author the hymns have been received from God through the 
“wondrous secrets” pele. After praising God’s act creation, 
the author declares: “These (things) know through Thy understand- 
ing, for Thou hast disclosed wondrous secrets” 

This concept knowledge direct revelation divine secrets 
(“Thy wondrous 26) found the Judaism 
the times. Qumran, however, was one the central ideas. “It per- 
mits show that Paul’s gnosis every way purely 
Many the aspects are common Paul and the Qumran scrolls. 
begin with, there personal sense sin, much more marked the 
Old Testament, which have already noted: 

For (man) steeped sin from birth and unto old age 
verily know that righteousness belongs not mortal man 
(1QH 29-30). 

Only God can grant forgiveness this sin: 

For Thou cleanest man through righteousness 33). 

This led Daniélou observe that this notion, originally derived from 
the Old Testament, does not stem from Pharisaism which based 
the works the Law. “Paul therefore must have gotten from the 
doctrine 


Qumran Knowledge and Early Jewish Apocalyptic Sources 


There are indeed repeated passages the Thanksgiving Hymns and 
other Scrolls which praise God for His ‘knowledge.’ These passages 


59. Licht, op. cit., 98. 

60. these and other similar expressions, Obermann, ‘Calendaric Elements 
the Dead Sea JBL (1956), 91, sees reason believe that the 
secrets’’ was the secret ‘‘binding the periods the moon 
the seasons the sun,’’ 1QH xii ff. This led Burrows remark, 
377), that ‘‘this, while not impossible, certainly not clearly 
indicated.’’ 

61. Daniélou, The Dead Sea Scrolls and Primitive Christianity (Baltimore, 
1958). 

62. Ibid., 101. This writer, however, would rather substitute ‘‘may’’ for 
this quotation. 


contain more abstract and speculative ideas than those occurring the 
Old Testament, and indicate certain progress towards Gnosticism. But 
this does not mean that these ideas far beyond conceptions otherwise 
characteristic Jewish Apocalyptic and Wisdom, and any premature 
identification with Gnosticism ought precluded close analysis 
each passage relation its 


The Qumran texts and especially 1QH have important bearing 
the evolution Jewish Since the archaeological evi- 
dence now proves that the Qumran manuscripts are pre-Christian, 
were least written the first Christian century, new light can now 
thrown upon the much debated question pre-Christian Jewish 
Gnosticism. 


However, would mistake believe that the Qumran texts 
represent elaborate Gnosticism, for the Qumran texts are closely 
connected with Old Testament traditions, especially with the apocalyptic 
tendencies late Judaism. “So seems possible regard the Qumran 
texts evidence for gradual development Jewish Apocalyptic 
more philosophical theories such the Judaistic Cull- 
mann® also finds Jewish Gnosticism prior Christian Hellenism, ob- 
serving that the essential and characteristic point common all the 
opposition Temple worship. also concedes that there rela- 
tionship between the fourth Gospel and the Qumran sect. Cross, 
too, has shown that the Scrolls, religious “knowing” has 
special flavor and wide usage John. typical example Johannine 
usage, Cross quotes John xvii and refers 1QS both 
John and the Scrolls, juridical language common, and both may 
found tendency treat the inner teaching sacraments the 


63. Reicke, op. cit., 138. 

64. This has been especially emphasized Kuhn, ‘‘Die 
gefunden Texte and und das Neue ZTK (1950), 
192-211, and Reicke, ‘‘Traces Gnosticism the Dead Sea Scrolls?’’ 
NTS (1954), 137-141. 

65. Reicke, op. cit., 137. For discussion the relationship between 
Gnosticism and Jewish Apocalypticism, see Schubert, op. cit., 71-72. 

66. ‘‘The Significance the Qumran JBL (1955), 213-226. 

67. The Ancient Library Qumran (London, 1958), 154. 

68. this point further, Cross, who equates the Qumran Sect with the 


Essenes, asserts that ‘‘the origins the Johannine style must sought 
after Essene circles.’’ 


community Preiss remarks the Johannine literature, 
“In style grandiose monotony, develops few unchanging 
better description could given the theological 
sections the sectarian documents, especially 1QH. The doctrines 
this Scroll are repetitive the point monotony. classical 
observation this connection that this monotony, closer inspec- 
tion, proves its true unity. However, “knowledge” revealed, 
eschatological knowledge, which belongs properly the community 
the elect, has its best parallels Paul and Matthew. This “knowl- 
edge” has Jewish and not Gnostic background. 


Several writers have connected the frequently used term “mystery, 
secret” with Hellenistic mysteries Gnosticism. But this word, which 
Persian origin, also used the Book Daniel, which can 
scarcely called gnostic. 1QH the “wondrous secrets” refer 
eschatological events, Daniel. Thus the expression here 
connected with Apocalypticism rather than with 
respect the Manual Discipline, order demonstrate the im- 
portance using caution over any rash identification the Qumran 
theology with Gnosticism, gives some examples how the 
expression da‘at “knowledge” has specific Old Testament connotations. 
“When ‘knowledge,’ and related terms appear the Manual Dis- 
cipline, seldom question knowledge the modern, intellectual 
sense the word. And the underlying idea scarcely ever identi- 
fied with the more abstract ‘gnosis’ Gnosticism. Instead there 
variety meanings which closely corresponds the many-sided use 
da‘at the Old Testament. For instance, the Manual Discipline 
12, there the meaning ‘mind,’ ‘interest,’ not ‘knowledge.’ far 
the expression da‘at and its cognates are concerned, the Manual 
Discipline and the other scrolls show fact little use 
The ideas divine revelation and knowledge found these scrolls bear 
closer resemblance general Jewish Apocalyptic writings. this con- 


69. the Johannine usage ‘‘knowledge’’ see also Bultmann,’’ 
ed. Kittel, 711-13. the juridical language John, see Theo Preiss, 
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(Neuchatel, 1951). 

70. Op. cit., 10. 

72. Cf. also the discussion Reicke, cit., 138. 

73. Op. cit., 137-138. 

74, Ibid., 138. 


nection, advances the view that there are good reasons for look- 
ing upon the Scrolls stage the way Jewish gnostic specula- 
tions. The existence pre-Christian Jewish and Jewish-Hellenistic 
Gnosticism, which many scholars have found necessary presuppose 
because Col. 2:8 and similar passages, seems confirmed the 
pre-Gnosticism—if this expression allowed—of the scrolls. One may 
reckon with foreign influences upon these texts, whether Persian (al- 
though there are contemporary Persian documents prove it) 
Hellenistic. But either way, the new scrolls facilitate the assumption 
that the evolution Jewish and Christian Gnosticism was also in- 
ternal process. They contribute filling the gap between Jewish 
Apocalyptic and 


These doctrines and beliefs have admittedly much significance for 
the study the background Christianity. this connection Sten- 
makes important observation: “It has often been said the 
Dead Sea Scrolls add substantially our knowledge the Jewish back- 
ground Christianity. this point there universal agreement. This 
significant enough. means, among other things, that both the Pauline 
and the Johannine literature can understood their Jewish back- 
ground and that many the odysseys scholars some decades ago 
the deep waters Hellenistic philosophy and religion were more 
fascinating than 


Concluding Observations 


This writer fully endorses the following all its 
resemblances the Qumran movement, Christianity owes its essential 
character something quite distinctive—the life and teaching its 
founder. doubt the Qumran sectaries owed much the shadowy 
figure the Righteous Teacher, who stamped his individuality 
the movement. But not sufficient say with more 
recently, with Dupont Sommer ‘Christianity Essenism 
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which has largely succeeded.’” With reference the relation between 
the Qumran texts and the can only conclude quotations from 
two theologians and scholars who made special studies the subject: 


“Agreements are marked enough deserve serious study and they 
are great interest the student the New Testament. The New 
Testament scholar, Cullmann, has said that the writings Qumran 
teach that various elements Christianity, once attributed the 
influence Greek culture and Hellenism, can now explained the 
outcome trends within Judaism itself. This said particular 
importance for the explanation the Gospel St. John and the Epistles 
St. Paul. Whatever one thinks this, has certainly become clearer 
that Christianity did not arise vacuum but that took over its 
form organization and part its moral teaching from organizations 
and ethics already 

“The strong sense determinism and the pessimism regarding man 
which are found the Hodayot, and the sect the Judaean Cove- 
nanters generally, form important part the theological background 
early Christianity, inasmuch similar ideas occur the New Testa- 
ment, more particularly Paul rather than the This 
subject that should explored New Testament scholars. 


81. van der Ploeg, The Excavations Qumran (London, 1958), 223. 

82. Hyatt, ‘‘The View Man the Qumran NTS (1955- 
56), 284. Another important contribution that Flusser, ‘‘The Dead 
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The Historical Value the Gospel Materials 
EPITOME AND PROSPECT 


Moreau, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary 


The task the historian recreate the past for contemporary 
audience. One the most important obstacles overcome the 
historian the simple fact that large portion the material that 
provides access the segment the past trying recreate 
itself the work other historians. Apart from diaries and other primary 
nearly primary sources, historian must depend upon great mass 
secondary material whose bias Tendenz historical phenomenon 
the period which the account written rather than fact the 
period about which the account written. Once this apparently ob- 
vious principle recognized, the result both gain and loss for the 
historian. the historian feels necessity question his sources 
authorities, free quote them will depending upon them for 
reliability if, however, required question these sources 
what fact and what opinion, indeed, what these witnesses 
mean, emancipated from the tyranny authorities but, the 
same time, the dimensions his own responsibility are vastly increased. 


discharge his task effectively well responsibly, the 
historian must operate with certain rather definite principles “as the 
nature, object, method, and the inquiry has undertaken. 
While all these matters principle are equal importance, that 
which concerns method probably most significant, for historian’s 
method is, honest, the functional expression general under- 
standing task and will largely determine the results that 
achieves. Like any serious pursuit knowledge, however, historical 
inquiry has been subject profound revisions method during its own 
history, and these revisions method have produced marked changes 
the results which the inquiry has aimed well those has ac- 
tually attained. order appreciate the meaning this observation, 
one need but compare the historical picture Rome conceived, let 


Collingwood, The Idea History, ‘‘Galaxy Books, (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1956), 
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say, Livy, Augustine, the Cambridge Ancient 
History, and Charles Norris Such comparison will leave 
little doubt that there strong bond relation between the principles 
historical study reflected the historian’s method and the results 
claimed him historian. 


precisely the same way any other period the past, the few 
decades which saw the rise the Christian Church can and should 
studied historically. Whatever the Christian Church may make the 
way unique claim about these few decades does not all exempt 
them from the same scientific historical investigation that exercised 
with reference any other period history. Christian historian 
faces grave problem when undertakes study this period, however, 
because related peculiar way the events purported have 
transpired during that very brief period history—a period which, for 
the Christian, contains the clue the meaning all history. 
the chief documents available for the study the earliest years the 
Church’s history are cast historical form known Gospels, and 
because these documents form significant part the normative litere 
ture the Church, the Christian student early Christian history can- 
not avoid feeling, first sight, that presented with prefabricated 
story the very period which should the object his inquiry. Since 
that prefabricated account the period question usually made part 
his affirmation Christian, the problem historical inquiry be- 
comes all the more acute for him. Thus very decided way, com- 
mitted Christian historian dealing Christian origins experiences 
tension between his historical integrity and his Christian commitment. 

Because the way which the Gospels are written—that say, 
because they look like stories the ministry, life, and death Jesus— 
the primary object historical study for students Christian origins 
ever since the rise responsible historical scholarship has been the 
life and ministry Jesus. The specific boundaries the period have 
been more less dictated the structure the Gospels and the cen- 
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tral affirmations the Christian faith. The development historical 
method and the application that method the study Christian 
origins have further ensured that this period, bounded roughly the 
one end the birth Jesus and the other equally roughly his 
death, would command the bulk attention from historians Chris- 
tian origins. Because the stance the confessional Christian com- 
munity with reference its dogmatically conceived construct its ori- 
gins, this community has not taken readily the introduction his- 
torical method into the study its remotest consequently, his- 
torical scholarship, regardless whether not was Christian, has 
had literally fight its way into the study this formative period 
the Church’s life. This evaluation supported survey the 
development the inquiry into the origins the Christian Church dur- 
ing the past century and half; this the period time which has 
witnessed the rise and growth modern historical method. 

Prior the rise historical criticism, the method the 
writing the history Christian origins consisted largely arrang- 
ing the incidents recorded the four Gospels and Acts into kind 
running account. The earliest example such effort was Tatian’s 
Diatessaron, second century attempt bringing the story all four 
documents into one the sixteenth century Lutheran divine, 
Andreas Osiander shows hardly any more ability deal 
critically with the Gospels than his second century predecessor. the 
case one like Osiander, the religious authority the Gospels, con- 
strued they are the basis their being outline the life and 
ministry Jesus, extended over every other aspect the use these 
documents. That say, the Gospels were conceived historical au- 
thorities, and anyone were interested reconstructing life Jesus, 
was compelled use these documents Until Her- 
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man Reimarus (1694-1768), however, one had seriously attempted 
historical account the decades beginning with the appearance 
Jesus. The halting attempts the early rationalists found the Chris- 
tian claim upon more less selective reiteration the incidents re- 
ported the Gospels reached their zenith the lectures delivered 
Schleiermacher Berlin during the The principles which 
governed Schleiermacher’s understanding the Gospel materials could 
result only life Christ, but never life Jesus nor his- 
torical inquiry into the rise and growth the Christian Church. 
essentials, then, Schleiermacher’s view the historical value the 
Gospels was not greatly different from Osiander’s; the documents were 
authorities and, therefore, were beyond criticism. 


Strauss was the first take the challenge that inhered 
Schleiermacher’s lectures, which had read from student’s notebook. 
reply the historical naiveté which found beneath the theologi- 
cal discussion his day, Strauss originally intended write history 
the ideas primitive Christianity. The rejection the 
fiir wissenschaftliche Kritik his devastating review Hase’s Leben 
Jesu together with his reading Schleiermacher’s lecture 
notes made him alter the course his activity and plunge immediately 
into writing his own Leben Jesu (1835) prologue the work 
had projected but which was put abeyance while entered the fray 
historical discussion about the significance the Gospel narratives 
sources. Only later did finish the work had 


When the battle was joined the second quarter the nineteenth 
century over the acceptability the Christian proclamation the light 
scientific and cultural developments, was joined the ground 
the credibility the Gospel accounts what Jesus said and did during 
his life and ministry Galilee and Judea. The decided change his- 
torical method, making itself felt during this period and becoming more 


These lectures were not published until 1864; they were edited finally from 
the notes taken student 1832; Schleiermacher, Das Leben 
Jesu (Berlin: Reimer, also his Hermeneutik und Kritik, ed. Fr. 
Liicke (Berlin: Reimer, 1838). 

Schweitzer, op. cit., 71. 

10. While most students New Testament study are familiar with his Leben 
Jesu, few recall even the title the major work which was intended 
prolegomenon and introduction: Die christliche Glaubenslehre 
geschichtlichen Entwickelung und Kampfe mit der modernen Wissen- 
schaft, published two volumes 1840-41, 


noticeable the nineteenth century produced more ‘lives Jesus,’ was 
brought about the introduction the critical principle tool 
historical research. The criterion criticism was not always the same 
for those writers who engaged Lebenjesuforschung, but the entire pe- 
riod from Strauss Holtzmann (1832-1910) was period during 
which the Gospels were longer treated authorities but sources. 
Those incidents that could stand the test criticism were accepted 
authoritative, and was the basis those acceptable critical 
grounds that the life Jesus was constructed nineteenth century 
historians. The remaining portions the Gospel narratives were sim- 
ply rejected not authoritative for this enterprise. This type his- 
torical research was distinct advantage over the type historical re- 
search which had been normal prior the introduction the critical 
principle, but was not really much advance seemed ap- 
parent first sight. the extent that this method made historians 
critical the materials with which they worked, was decided ad- 
vantage; the negative side this change method was that left 
the historian the mercy the contemporaries the event which 
was trying create again. Nowhere was this more evidently the case 
than connection with the Gospel materials. Scholars were able 
break the materials apart into sections and judge critically the rela- 
tive merits each section, but they were not yet free interrogate the 
witnesses the event. other words, documents could questioned 
whether not they were right; upon the answer that question 
depended what further use was made the document. the answer 
was affirmative, the source then became authority was negative, 
the source was longer treated authoritative source. 

The introduction the critical principle did not actually alter the con- 
cept authority. What did accomplish was reduce drastically the 
number possible authorities. Depending upon the preconceptions 
the -himself, the critical method research could and did pro- 
duce variety entirely different results. If, Collingwood holds, the 
radical skepticism the Tiibingen School critical historians, includ- 
ing Baur and Strauss, was really function their positivistic 
presuppositions rather than natural concomitant their use the 
critical then should not surprise find number mid- 
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twentieth century historians employing the same method far less 
positivistic astonishing degree, the discussions about 
the historical accuracy the Gospels sources for account the 
res gestae Jesus are centered upon the presuppositions the his- 
torian rather than upon his historical method; one has the feeling that 
provided grants the historical accuracy the Gospels beforehand, 
free prove the greatest variety methods. somewhat more 
conservative strain scholarship was slow take the tool critical 
history; recent days have seen these conservative critics become mas- 
ter the tools and with marked tendency believe the documents 
wherever remotely possible, this school appears operate under motto 
enunciated Ethelbert Stauffer, dubio pro tradito. the shift 
that has taken place little more than century, can detect what 
Kasemann calls “Vertauschung der which critical his- 
tory, the tool the Liberals, has become the weapon the conserva- 
tives. The echo this changing frontiers can heard across Eu- 
rope from Scandinavia Wiirttemberg and Roman Catholicism 


12. historical value the Gospel (i.e. Mark) depends upon the nature 
and the use made (by the Evangelist) (his) sources 
Vincent Taylor, The Gospel according St. Mark (London: Macmillan, 
1953), 131. historical value Mark depends the Evangelist’s 
fidelity (the) tradition, including his special advantages hearer 
Peter’s preaching.’’ Ibid., 148. Cf. also the attempt Knox 
down some thirty years the supposed interval between the events re- 
corded the Gospels and their first appearance written form’’ wth the re- 
sult that ‘‘we must allow far greater historical reliablity the narratives 
than usually The Sources the Synoptic Gospels, Volume 
St. Mark, (Cambridge: the University Press, 1953), xi. 


13. Stauffer, ‘‘Entmythologisierung oder Kerygma 
Mythos, hrsg. von Bartsch, Band (Hamburg: Herbert Reich, 1952), 
27. Stauffer enumerates seven points learned from Lebenjesuforschung 
the last fifty years, which this the fourth. His point here that the Gos- 
pel accounts must remain valid until explicitly contradicted. Our scientific and 
ecclesiastical responsibility, says, lays upon the duty taking these 
accounts most seriously historical until they are disproven. This statement 
taken conjunction with his earlier discussion historical method (pp. 
16.f) demonstrates his complete acceptance critical history, principle 
which worked out his Jesus: Gestalt und Geschichte (Bern: Francke 
Verlag, 1957). 


‘‘Das Problem des historischen Jesus’’ Zeitschr. fiir Theol. 
und Kirche, (1954), 127. 


well The most articulate expression this view 
English that Harald Riesenfeld, his lecture the Oxford 
Congress “The Four Gospels 1957,” the title which was “The 
Gospel Tradition and its Beginnings: Study the Limits 
Formgeschichte.” 


There are probably two interrelated reasons for the dominance 
the method critical history conservative circles the moment. 
Forced make some adjustment critical history during the past 
century, conservatism became aware the usefulness this method 
establish position which hardly differs from that pre-critical ra- 
are willing admit the supernatural element the person Jesus; 
this will depend our understanding the Gospels sources for 
Christologically oriented Jesus complete with Messianic 
means previous commitment the possibility miracle, this 
school thought can establish sophisticated way the credibility 
the Synoptic image Jesus thaumaturge with miraculous 
The other reason for the adoption critical history’s method con- 
servatism found the abandonment the method and its 
results the lineal descendants the nineteenth century Liberals. 
While conservative scholarship was beginning appreciate the value 
the quest the historical Jesus, the form-histurians were proclaim- 
ing that the religious affirmation the early Church was, large 
extent, discontinuous with the historical Jesus. The Jesus envisaged 
Rudolf Bultmann preached message that was presupposition for the 
theology the New Testament rather than part the theology itself” 
nevertheless, adds some distance further on, “Jesus’ call decision 


15. Cf. Robinson, New Quest the Historical Jesus (Naperville, 
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Mowbray, 1957), pp. 28-30. 

17. excellent example this attitude toward miracle Alan Richardson’s 
article, Theology and Biblical Theology,’’ Canadian Journal 
Theology, (1955), 157-67. large part this article (pp. 160-67) 
running critique Bultmann’s attitude toward miracle. Richardson does not 
seem distinguish between scientific history and its forerunner, critical his- 
tory, obvious conclusion from his locution, objective scientific 
(p. 162). His misuse the word ‘‘evidence’’ (p. 166) further indicates his 
confusing two distinct views historical method. 


implies the face this threat, conservative thought 
preferred the historical Jesus whose outline could discerned 
means critical history. The skepticism which accompanied the meth- 
Bultmann and his fellow form-historians, who were direct re- 
action critical history, seemed much more threat than the skep- 
ticism which had been recognized concomitant with critical history 
while was still something new. Hence, conservatism opted for criti- 
cal history the lesser the two evils. 

The radical change historical method reflected the development 
Formgeschichte was the result slow but deliberate process which 
had been going for several decades within the discipline history. 
The roots this historical revolution have been traced back 
Giambatista Vico, the eighteenth century Neapolitan thence 
through Wilhelm Dilthey, the nineteenth century opponent positivism 
historical study whose works were almost unknown until the twen- 
tieth and Bendetto Croce, who stands within distin- 
guished though not numerous succession historians and philosophers 
The main issue the revolt represented the ‘new 
history’ discovered its use documents. The thrust the 
revolution such that results major alteration the stance 
the historian vis-d-vis the documents employs. Unlike critical his- 
tory, which for all its alleged revolutionary was only 
modification pre-critical history, scientific history resolutely refuses 
use the documents sources. Instead, the scientific historian con- 
siders all historical materials, whether written (documents) un- 
written (deposits,), evidence; interrogation this evidence requires 
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(New York: Columbia Univ. Press 1956). 

Collingwood, op. cit., pp. 190-204; Croce, Theory and History Histori- 
ography, trans. Ainslie (London: Harrap, 1921). Croce’s book 
essays and papers delivered during 1912-13, published first 
German (Tiibingen: Mohr, 1915), then Italian (Bari, 1917). 

22. difficult accept the statement Robinson (op. cit., 66) 
one speaks historical research: ‘‘The mid-century has brought 
basic revolution our view the sources, such characterized the turn 
the century.’’ (Italics own). precisely revolution our 
view the sources which has made possible the new quest the historical 
Jesus part the total historical enterprise seeking Christian origins. 


substantial involvement the historian himself the situation seeks 
recreate. 

little celebrated but highly significant theorist the scientific ap- 
proach the historian’s task the French historian, the late Marc 
Bloch; former professor the Sorbonne, was captured the 
Nazis because his association with the Maquis and because his 
being Jewish. was shot his captors during the débacle July 
1944, and among his effects was discovered the outline and partially 
completed manuscript work setting forth the creed the scientific 
Like Lucien Lefebvre, who edited the manuscript and 
whom was dedicated, Bloch had long dreamed writing new in- 
troduction historical method which would replace Langlois and 
Seignobos, the classical introduction the method and principles 
critical Bloch’s book, The Historian’s Craft, far from 
complete introduction scientific history, but programme com- 
plete enough delineate the new approach historical documents that 
took shape during the early decades this century. Taught ar- 
chaeology, which grew maturity separate inquiry between 1880 
and 1930, modern scientific history classifies all remains, written 
unwritten, ‘tracks’ left the Consequently, the hermeneutics 
modern scientific history oriented away from be- 
cause not attempting discover which documents are ac- 
cepted authorities. Instead, the historian puts all documents before 
him question order discern what they really mean say about 
past event the context the time their composition. Colling- 
wood’s suggestion analogy instructive. likens the historian 
detective trying solve murder and having three confessions be- 
fore him; the detective far more interested what can learn from 
these confessions the identity the actual murderer than 
torturing the three confessors determine which them actually did 
it. The chances are equally strong that none them did it, but their 


23. Mare Bloch, The Historian’s Craft, trans. Putnam (Manchester: Uni- 
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26. The translation res diplomatica; vide Britannica 


confessions are the material out which can determine the mur- 
The questions asked the historian are not directed the 
evidence means enlightening his own ignorance; rather the ques- 
tions are directed the historian himself order that posing in- 
telligent questions may some light the subject reflected 
the evidence. The questions asked cannot previously determined 
and catalogued, for they must asked certain order. scientific 
historian begins asking what meant statement the docu- 
ment before him, and from the answer gets that question second 
arises and the process continues with each answer generating new 
questions successively. such situation, the historian ceases 
judge over the evidence; instead, assumes with reference his 
evidence sympathetic and patient attitude listening aided 
series questions which will induce the evidence give its own 
inmost secrets. 


While secular historians were learning use this new approach 
their materials, voices could heard within the circle Christian 
historians echoing the work their serious secular colleagues. The first 
year the twentieth century produced bolt lightning and thun- 
der clap which resulted from the contact between two clouds marked 
Wrede and Schweitzer. Wrede’s and Schweitzer’s 
attacked from different vantage points the historical method 
employed the nineteenth century Liberals; rather than attacking 
methodology, however, these works simply developed the newer meth- 
application. One could modify slightly the words Gunther 
Bornkamm about Schweitzer’s Quest and apply them with greater force 
the twin works Wrede and Schweitzer; Bornkamm said, “Albert 
Schweitzer hat (dieser Leben-Jesu-Forschung) seinem klassischen 
Werk ein Denkmal gesetzt, aber zugleich die Grabrede 
Between them, Wrede and Schweitzer had truly erected the headstone 
and preached the funeral sermon over critical history live option 
for responsible Christian historians. Both these works maintained 
that the secrecy motif Mark construct intended show how the 
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28. Wrede, Das Messiasgeheimnis den Evangelien Vanden- 
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primitive Church responded the impact Jesus the light certain 
experiences vouchsafed that community subsequent Jesus’ death. 
Neither these works was followed historically its author, but 
neither them has been countered effectively its own ground. Ernst 
Percy comes grips with Wrede’s hypothesis, but his predilection for 
employing the Gospels sources rather than evidence impairs the 
effectiveness his critique. Percy makes revision Wrede’s view 
the messianic secret. For Percy, Jesus knew was messiah and 
shared the secret only with the Twelve. fact, all Jesus’ preaching 
about the Kingdom secret shared only with the Twelve, according 
Percy. sees it, the secret was only partially understood the 
Twelve until the resurrection which point they perceived its meaning 
and proclaimed it. Thus the resurrection, Percy’s view, not the 
dividing line between the disciples knowing and not knowing about the 
messianic quality Jesus’ life, but the dividing line between partial 
apprehension the one side and fuller apprehension and proclamation 
the other. effect, Percy’s revision Wrede simply choice for 
the Markan construct representing actual state affairs Jesus’ 
Nevertheless, despite its result, Percy’s only too obvious rejec- 
tion Wrede’s hypothesis far more responsible answer Wrede’s 
challenge than that offered Vincent Taylor his commentary 
Mark. After canvassing the opposition Wrede and merely submitting 
the not inconsiderable support the basic point Wrede’s work ‘by 
title’ (in footnote!), Taylor dismisses the whole matter with poetic 
citation “The citadel has caved in; but the flag still bon mot 
indeed, but Wrede cannot simply dismissed. 


But few short years after the first blow struck critical history 
Wrede and Schweitzer, Julius Wellhausen enunciated principle which 
was prophetic the entire new inquiry into Christian origins which 
was taking shape during the first decade this century. was his con- 
tention that the Gospels were primarily sources for the history the 
Church that wrote them and only secondarily were these materials use- 
ful for determining the course the life Jesus which antedated the 


31. Perey, Die Botschaft Jesus:eine traditionskritische exegetische Unter- 
suchung (Lund: Gleerup, 1953), pp. 282-99; pp. 277-80. 
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existence the community out which the documents 
Twenty years later, Rudolf Bultmann could point this statement 
the most important contribution made Synoptic studies since the be- 
ginning this Bultmann’s work developed together with 
that the rest his contemporaries, was increasingly evident that 
the approach the form-historians was outgrowth the develop- 
ment scientific history and was based solidly the groundwork 
the principles scientific history. The entire enterprise designated 
the summary term Formgeschichte continues operate upon this sim- 
ple but revolutionary principle: documents tell more about the peo- 
ple who wrote them than about the events they purport relate. This 
eminently true the documents religious community which 
are composed traditional elements told and retold ever new frame- 
work and respond ever new conditions. 

Within decade and half from Wellhausen’s the third 
salient point determining the line followed Christian historians was 
appear; what Wrede and Schweitzer had begun the assault upon 
the historicity certain aspects the Markan construct, Karl Ludwig 
Schmidt completed showing the artificiality the connecting links 
between pericopes and collections pericopes Attributing 
the Markan outline need the early Church for some connection 
between groups pericopes arranged Schmidt struck the 
final blow dependence upon the Markan the framework 
within which could reconstructed the actual course Jesus’ min- 
istry from his Galilean youth his crucifixion Jerusalem. serious 
attempt deal with Schmidt’s critique the Markan outline 
Dodd, means trying demonstrate that the outline employed 
Mark was inherent the early kerygma, was ingenious but depended 
for its proof upon petitio Dodd’s argument has been thor- 
33. Wellhausen, die drei ersten Evangelien (Berlin: Reimer, 

1906), pp. 72-75 The only quarrel should pick with Wellhausen over 
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construed the modern historian construes ‘evidence’. 

34. Bultmann, ‘‘The New Approach the Problem,’’ Journal Re- 
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36. 317 summary his findings). 
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later work, The Apostolic Preaching and its Development (2d. ed.; New 
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oughly scrutinized recent essay Nineham who, does 
not actually prove Dodd wrong, has raised enough questions show 
beyond the shadow doubt that Dodd did not really meet the chal- 
lenge raised 

From our brief survey, appears that once the method scientific 
history dominates the quest for Christian origins, the focus attention 
shifts from the historical Jesus the nascent Church. That observation 
borne out methodological survey the work done the form- 
historians. Bultmann and Dibelius together with their successors have 
rightly drawn our attention the life and work the early Church; 
their primary concern has been the growth and development the 
Gospel tradition, process which went the rising Christian com- 
munity. Formgeschichte rose prominence Germany means 
discerning the pre-literary history the Gospel tradition, was 
frequently not always misunderstood outside Germany position 
rather than The result this judgment great number 
scholars inside and outside Germany argument which the 
opponents Formgeschichte are not actually meeting the Formge- 
schichtler any other grounds than those critical history. Formge- 
schichte, method, can and must criticized, but the criticism lies 
another direction. 

The negative results which form historians have been accused arose 
because the state historical scholarship and its inquiry into Chris- 
tian origins. Viewed from the vantage point preoccupation with 
the historical Jesus, the attitude form historians well any other 
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39. Formgeschichtler driiben gesehen—eine kleine, etwas 
komische Sekte mit Mangel gesundem common sense. Auch diejenigen 
Neutestamentler etwa welche diese Methode positiv aufgenom- 
men haben; verengern sie doch auf eine formale von 
und bestreiten, dass die formgeschichtliche Analyse 
historischen und fiihren Hans 
Conzelmann, ‘‘Zur Methode der Leben-Jesu-Forschung,’’ Zeitschr. fiir Theol. 
und Kirche, LVI (1959), Beihefte surprising hear from 
Robinson (op. cit., 37), that Formgeschichte ‘‘has passed out 
vogue,’’ although corrects possible misapprehension adding, Yet 
all the more striking that the basic orientation with regard the Gos- 
pels, which form criticism was but one manifestation, continues the 
basis His observation open cor- 
rection from Conzelmann’s essay. 


scientific historians could hardly avoid being characterized 
cal. Neither Bultmann nor Dibelius could escape the charge skepticism 
when their respective entries into Leben-Jesu-Forschung 
Both these works combined create the opinion that the ‘new his- 
tory’ could offer practically nothing more than portrait Jesus who 
suspiciously resembled radically oriented Jewish rabbi. After the 
elaborate essays biography which nineteenth century scholarship 
and imagination had accustomed the popular market, these two books 
could only confirm the suspicions those who had opposed Form- 
geschichte new brand positivism. Even the post-Bultmannian 
Bornkamm’s attempt this area hardly satisfying those who ex- 
pect more ‘life’ the story Nevertheless, remains 
little short amazing that out group scholars whose method 
inclines them study the primitive church there has not yet arisen 
full scale study early Christian history rival the magnitude 
Johannes Weiss’ Das spite their apparent ac- 
ceptance Wellhausen’s principle, form historians apparently intend 
concentrate their attention upon the secondary aspect the tradi- 
tion’s value. Thus, although there have been good results the process 
indicating what materials are not useful for ‘life Jesus,’ the form 
historians seem continue the discussion with critical historians the 
graund chosen critical history. Even the programme the post- 
Bultmannian school appears give priority “the problem the his- 
torical 

When Bultmann and his successors have turned aside from the ana- 
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lytic problem involved the ‘historical Jesus,’ has been systematic 
theology which they have applied their synthetic efforts. One the 
most important aspects Bultmann’s programmatic essay, “New Tes- 
tament and has been the furor caused systematic 
theology. The reaction produced this essay among theologians like 
Hermann Diem, disciple Barth, indicative the impact made 
Bulimannians upon the very center systematic theology Europe.*® 
What equal significance, however, the way which Gerhard 
Ebeling has taken the challenge offered Bultmann’s programmatic 
essay bringing together systematic unity the implications the 
historical work done Bultmann and his pupils; thus, Bultmann 
type systematic theology already The systematic en- 
terprise vital the life the Christian community its Gospel 
preached relevantly and its faith defended cogently open debate 
with philosophical thought; indeed, the revolution systematic the- 
ology brought about large measure the revivification Bibelwis- 
senschaft one the most promising features this century. For all 
that, however, there equally important aspect biblical schol- 
arship which cannot safely ignored era which has put new 
tools our biblical study must relentlessly pursue the historical 
problem Christian origins. 


The procedure for applying the method scientific history the 
Gospels dictated part the method and part the nature 
the documents themselves. Literary criticism has all but demanded uni- 
versal acceptance the two-document hypothesis, thus making pos- 
sible discern least one stage, albeit late one, the development 
the documents under scrutiny. the case Matthew, evident 
this basis that the author has conflate Mark and the Sayings Source 
with certain special the entire complex organized according 
principle which can detected within the work itself. Although 
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different important details, the process which the Third Gospel 
reached its present form not dissimilar. When either Matthew 
Luke viewed this way, each resembles stratified deposit which 
can studied according the methods archaeology. The archaeolog- 
ical method analyzing documents very similar nature has been 
worked out considerable detail Hans Lietzmann his monu- 
mental study early Christian practice, this method 
accordance with scientific historical method having the added benefit 
being derived from one the sources modern historical method. 


The documents under consideration are treated level level. 
each level important appreciate the shape the tradition that 
stage its development; thus, gain insight into the conditions 
which helped shape the tradition that point, because use our ma- 
terials evidence. Careful identification and removal the next lower 
layer will reveal somewhat different shape tradition. materials 
are removed, they are not discarded, for they are often the only 
clue the historical situation that demanded the change the shape 
the tradition. considerable degree, the procedure are urging 
here not unlike that developed the nineteenth century critical his- 
torians who peeled the Gospels down discover historical Jesus be- 
neath the successive layers traditional reinterpretation; significant 
difference between this approach and the husk-kernel method must 
pointed out. Just the archaeologist learned interpret the upper 
strata before going down farther, the scientific historian will 
vitally interested the ‘husk’ which the critical historian frequently 
threw the rubbish pile. 


The value this approach, among many other values, that per- 
mits the use the Markan outline, for instance, historical evidence 
not for the course the ministry Jesus but for the course the 
earliest Church’s historical development. Lohmeyer pointed out more 
than twenty years ago, there uncomfortable discrepancy between 
the Mark-Matthew conception the days immediately following the 
crucifixion Jesus and that set forth the Luke-Acts The 
former envisages church beginning Galilee while the latter confines 
the action the immediately post-crucifixion period the vicinity 
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Jerusalem. apparently ambiguous position represented the 
Fourth Gospel, with both final chapters place (chaps. and 21), 
only confuses the problem unless are prepared recognize that this 
predominantly Judean Gospel shows its present form concern for 
early Church history only imperfectly expressed later 
If, three out the four Gospels lead believe, the earliest his- 
tory the Church discovered Galilean setting, ought 
not look back into the earlier strata Mark’s Gospel see whether 
not the changing shape the tradition can reveal some the lines 
that story which only hinted the developed tradition 

The Markan outline shows steady progress geographically from Gali- 
lee Jerusalem the part Jesus and his disciples; part this 
outline may dictated the simple fact that Jesus was Galilean who 
was put death Jerusalem. the scene the action draws nearer 
Jerusalem and the crucifixion Jesus, accompanied cor- 
respondingly deeper apprehension the real identity Jesus. After 
period preaching Galilee coupled with healings (1:1-45), Jesus 
engages controversy with the representatives official Judaism 
3:6). The conflict with the Pharisees joined, the inner significance 
Jesus’ message expounded, and this basis Jesus rejected 
Galilean Judaism, whereupon concentrates his attention upon the 
inner circle his disciples (3:7-6:6). After this group close ad- 
herents concludes token mission Galilee (6:7-30), they are par- 
ticipants series experiences which they are miraculously fed 
Jesus the host who meets their bodily needs and comforts them 
their fears (6:31-8-26). During the journey that follows, this group 
travels from Galilee Jerusalem, slowly and deliberately learning more 
the identity this unusual rabbi who assists them, least part, 
this struggle for conception who and what (8:27-10:52). 
Once Jerusalem, acts out what is, cleansing the temple, telling 
the imminence the parousia, instituting cult observance, defend- 
ing his both Jewish and Roman tribunal, and finally 
going undeserved death sure confidence that has done 
what God gave him (11:1-15:41). The story comes close 
when some women who had apparently seen him buried discovered the 
tomb empty save for messenger who directs them Galilee 
16:8). 

Four facts seem converge toward interpretation this outline 
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exists the finished product know Mark’s Gospel: Jesus 
came from Galilee, died Jerusalem, the disciples fled 
Galilee after his death, Jerusalem was the hub activity for here 
instituted rite and here was known raised from the dead. 
the other tradition indicates, Luke-Acts, Jerusalem very rapidly 
became the center whence the mission the Church was sent and the 
point which the Church came decisively into existence after his death. 
Since the Gospel Mark Hellenistic document, its language 
would demonstrate, but apparently was composed traditional ele- 
ments which provided the continuity between the community for which 
was written and the community which had experienced the events 
which the Gospel response, not illegitimate attempt 
trace the course the development that tradition which achieves 
epitome Mark’s Gospel. The steps which the tradition achieved the 
stage represented Mark’s Gospel must patiently sought 
ginning with the finished product and working backward step step, 
stratum stratum. 

The inquiry into Christian origins pursued along these lines produces 
significant picture the rise and growth the Christian 
Mark’s Gospel points the existence after Jesus’ death Galilean 
Jewish group rabbis taught and sent Jesus their teacher. The con- 
tent what these rabbis taught centered upon radical understanding 
Torah combined with hope for the Kingdom God sanctioned 
the imminence the final day when God would send the Son Man 
judge and gather the elect; this content they learned from Jesus 
any talmidim learn from their rabbi. During the relatively brief life 
this group, they taught what they had learned; during the course 
their teaching series unrecoverable experiences, told Mark under 
the guise the feeding narratives and attendant details (6:31-8:26), 
unalterably changed the orientation their teaching. They now identi- 
fied their rabbi Jesus the Son Man whose coming had heralded 
and taught them likewise herald expectantly. The change required 
orientation this act identification chronicled the series in- 
cidents related Mark’s via crucis (8:27-10:52). The command 
secrecy allows the tradition tell this post-crucifixion history 
though had taken place during the life the purpose telling 
the story this framework emphasize that the messianic person 


50. What follows substantially the results the author’s own research; 
drawn chiefly from his doctoral dissertation, Faith and Fact (Evans- 
ton: Northwestern University, 1960). 


whom the disciples experienced after the death Jesus was the same 
Jesus who had taught them their rabbi and had died the hands 
the Roman authorities.™ 

The passion tradition revolving about Jerusalem and consisting 
several strata material gives evidence the way which this early 
community Galilean Jewish followers Jesus associated his death 
with the plan God’s salvation. distinct feature this process 
the development the Last Supper story out the Galilean feeding 
narratives which are somewhat transformed. The addition the cup 
and the annexation words interpretation the action reflect 
decisive shift the liturgical observance the primitive Church from 
meal celebration joyfully celebrating the presence the living Lord 
Jesus more solemn rite which the death Jesus and its mean- 
ing the divine plan salvation are brought the fore. This shift 
may interpreted way Paul’s liturgical admonitions issued 
the Corinthian Church Corinthians 11:17ff). The context which 
the Last Supper placed has been expanded include some more 
specific delineation the played Jesus the divine plan 
salvation this expanded context reflection deeper probing into 
the early religious affirmation that Jesus was delivered from death. 
Alongside the Last Supper complex are the trial narratives which re- 
flect similar probing the early community detail the particular 
Jesus God’s act recreating His people. The stratification 
these narratives exhibits the way which the trial before the Roman 
governor gave rise the story the trial before the Sanhedrin, and 
how these two narratives have reacted upon each other provide 
singular vehicle for the Church explicate its theology way the 
account event whose precise details are probably com- 
pletely lost, indeed they were ever known. 

The resurrection materials the Gospels are combination two 
different types account. The basic type account embodies the motif 
experiencing the risen Lord; the other exemplified the empty 
tomb stories. The basic type narrative primary and Mark’s Gos- 
pel represented the Galilean feeding miracles and the experiences 
attendant thereupon this sort material reflected the other Gos- 
pels such incidents Luke 5:1-11 and John 21:1-11. The Galilean 
milieu this material and its emphasis upon the miraculous presence 
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the Lord unify and point the earliest experiences the Church. 
the other hand, the empty tomb material belongs with the passion 
material whose milieu strictly Judean. The empty tomb tradition rests 
upon single story whose ultimate origin lies Christian passover 
observance taking place Jerusalem. the Gospel form began de- 
velop about Jerusalem oriented passion story, the empty tomb ma- 
terial tended attract certain Christophanies, evidenced 
Matthew 28:9f., and John 20:11-17. The ultimate development this 
tradition seen the Luke-Acts complex. 

The lectio continua afforded Mark’s Gospel employs the chron- 
ological framework Jesus’ ministry before his death; tells the story 
the Church’s apprehension the identity Jesus though had 
occurred self-revelation Jesus his followers. Beneath this 
framework lies the story primitive Church life; here can found the 
story the decade immediately after the death Jesus during which 
the eschatologically oriented rabbi-prophet Jesus was being identified 
the Messiah God, the Son Man, the New Moses, the Servant 


God, and probably some other promised figures Jewish hope. The 


effect understanding the Gospel form, particularly Mark, this way 
make the Gospel form itself and the several earlier forms the 
tradition which preceded and out which was produced the guide 
posts for discerning early Church history. This understanding the 
tradition makes possible see the Gospels and what underlies them 
the earliest stages that theological reflection which the later his- 
tory the Church can traced through Nicea and Chalcedon. 


Our attention here has been focused the Synoptic tradition and 
particularly upon the Gospel Mark; our reason for this particular 
direction thought largely the result accepting the priority 
Mark. are get some light the period following Jesus’ death, 
can establish the point when Mark written terminus quem 
and the boundaries within which are working are thus made clear. 
the proto-Luke hypothesis tenable, and believe that is, shall 
then have another “tel” upon which can perform the same sort 
archaeological work that have proposed here for Mark. many 
the results this work should act sort control upon 
the hypothesis have here set forth picture early Christian 
history. Coming down much later the time sequence, could also 
take entirely new look the evolution the Luke-Acts 
here problem which needs the attention serious historical schol- 


arship oriented the best modern scientific historical method. 
would only suggest this point that within the Luke-Acts complex 
seen from the viewpoint have urged may lie some real clues the 
early history the Roman Christian community. This whole problem 
the object current research the author this paper; the 
programme developed, will intention share the various 
stages the inquiry with colleagues research for their criticism and 
correction. How many “strata” there are the deposits extant the 
New Testament shall discover only patiently unfold the tradi- 
tion subjecting each “stratum” that sort questioning which char- 
acteristic the inquiry call history. The problem complicated 
the fact that these deposits are literary but they have pre-literary 
history which the effect one strand tradition upon another may 
not visible. Hence, have first all isolate the major deposits, 
but must beware that not treat any our material de- 
posit words primarily. the Gospels and Acts, particularly, are 
dealing with documents composed living community which con- 
stantly responded events present it; their response was made 
the light constitutive experience but that constitutive experience 
was interpreted the context images drawn from the community’s 
peculiar past reaching back into the Old Testament. 

should readily admit that the quest the historical Jesus 
legitimate quest, but the goal cannot achieved one giant step 
even two three giant steps. The by-products the quest will pro- 
duce richer and more vital understanding the decade two be- 
tween the crucifixion Jesus and the existence Christian Churches 
dotting the eastern shores the Mediterranean. the quest proceeds, 
will probably necessitate assigning the origin most, not all, the 
strictly Christological material the Gospels some point the his- 
tory the primitive Church after the death Jesus. When, some 
future time, shall arrive the final “stratum” the history wit- 
nessed the New Testament,—that “stratum” belonging strictly 
the lifetime Jesus—the portrait are able paint him will, 
all likelihood, more precise than that outlined Bultmann 
Jesus and the Word. Yet shall have maintained historical integrity 
while employing the available evidence, strictly accordance with the 
most responsible historical method, write the history which the 
tradition imbedded the New Testament witness. 

Our chief objection the “New Quest the Historical Jesus” un- 
dertaken the post-Bultmannians that its programme the 


wrong order. Its goals are defensible, but even Bornkamm seems have 
taken giant step; appears from our viewpoint that has begun his 
hermeneutic job before completing his heuristic task. any level 
the tradition impetuously identified bed rock, the best hermeneutics 
will not rescue from anachronism. The form-historical method will 
have combined with method tradition-history the levels 
the tradition are clearly separated and delineated. This long 
and arduous heuristic undertaking, but inevitable prerequisite for 
any serious historical work. What could hope for the present point 
continuation Bultmann’s Geschichte der synoptischen 
the goal which would organize its results into “strata” which 
the various elements entered the tradition. Some revisions Bult- 
mann’s work may necessary, but the form-historical method must 
followed because the materials took their decisive shape during the pe- 
riod when the tradition was passing from oral written form. 


Scientific history here stay! The prosecution the historian’s 
task will demand detailed analysis the documents and useful com- 
pilation the results that analysis unless are content require 
that each historian perform his own heuristic work lone operator. 
Synoptic studies the moment need the counterparts pottery cat- 
aloguers, surveyors, photographers, and draftsmen; when are pre- 
pared work teams and share results accessible form, the histori- 
cal inquiry into early Christianity, including what can know the 
historical Jesus, will sounder footing. such point, shall 
better position appreciate the historical value the Gospel 
materials, using the word ‘historical’ the same way em- 
ployed all other practitioners the historian’s craft regardless 
the period which their work concentrated the materials upon 
which they work. 


52. Bultmann, Geschichte der synoptischen Tradition (3te Aufl.; 
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